Minutes of the Unsworth PTA Meeting held on Thursday 4th December 2008

at Queen Anne pub
Present: Helen Berrisford (HB, Chairperson), Mr Brown, Mrs Canning, Michelle Farrell (MF), Chris Gracey (CG), Steph Hamm (SH), Michelle Parkinson (MP), Cathy Robinson (CR), Sue Rogerson (SR), Lesley Skinner (LS), Lily Frazer (LF, Secretary)

Apologies: Sally Kelly (SK), Rachel Mee (RM, Treasurer), Marianne Thurm (MT)

Agenda: circulated by HB

1. Update on calendars, Christmas cards, Club 100

2. Xmas plays: DVDs, photos and volunteers for refreshments on all nights

3. Ceili in February 2009: food, drinks (license required), band, confirmation of date/time, tickets (price), limit on numbers for hall

1. Update on calendars, Christmas cards, Club 100
Many thanks to RM and SH for organising the Christmas cards this year. SK delivered all cards to the classrooms for distribution to children.

Many thanks to HB for organising the calendars this year. HB has spoken to the new printers of the calendars and there has been a small delay in printing them due to a stolen disk that contained artwork templates. These have had to be redesigned but should be available for review by 5th December. Delivery of calendars may be as early as the week beginning 8th December and is guaranteed for before Christmas.

Action: HB to liaise with printers to ensure delivery of calendars before Christmas

Club 100: no information was available as to whether Club 100 had been completed and whether there had been any draws. It was agreed that Club 100 needed to be better advertised and the winners needed to be announced, perhaps in the school newsletter.
Action: LF to enquire about Club 100 developments

2. Christmas plays
Photos: to be organised by RM; to be taken at the Infant rehearsal on Monday 8th December 2008 and at the Junior rehearsal on Friday 12th December 2008. DVDs were to be recorded at these times by Aidy Mee (AM); RM and LS would be on hand for DVD and photo sales during the Christmas plays. DVDs would not be available for issue until after Christmas due to the production times involved.

Refreshments volunteers: refreshments would be available before the performances only, donations would be collected (as opposed to pricing items). Baked goods would be provided by SR’s mum and LF; HB would ask Anne Coghlin to bake cakes. HB/LF would check PTA cupboard for stocks.
Infant play volunteers:

Tuesday 9th December: CR, MP, LF

Wednesday 10th December: MF, SH, LF

Junior production volunteers:

Monday 15th December: SR, CG, HB, MT
Tuesday 16th December: SR, SK, HB, CR

Action: HB/LF to check PTA cupboard, LF to buy supplies needed; LF to make cakes/cookies for Infant productions, SR to provide mince pies, HB to ask Anne Coghlin for cakes for Junior productions

3. Ceili
The ceili was originally scheduled for Saturday 14th February 2009 with Valentine’s as the theme but the ceili band not available on this date. It was then rescheduled for Saturday 7th February 2009. However, this date clashes with several musical productions in Manchester (“Mary Poppins” and “High School Musical”) which several PTA members (and potentially a number of parents) are attending. Therefore, most of the PTA members are unavailable on this date to help organise the event. With the prospect of few volunteers to organise the event, the high cost of the band and low prospect of ticket sales, alternative dates were discussed as well as other options for a family event. It was agreed, subject to approval by Mrs Reynolds, the head teacher, that either a family disco or quiz night could be organised as an alternative event, with possible dates being Saturday 31st January or Saturday 14th February 2009. HB and CR volunteered to meet with Mrs Reynolds to discuss the options.
Action: HB and CR to meet with Mrs Reynolds to discuss alternatives to ceili in new year

AOB

Gym equipment: The PTA was asked at the AGM to make this their main focus for fund-raising this year. An estimate of the cost for renewing the equipment in the Assembly Hall/Gym was given as £5000. HB agreed to make a funding thermometer to be displayed in the playground display.
Action: HB to make a funding thermometer for display

Science Club: Mr Brown requested funding for laboratory coats and goggles for the members of the Science Club; about 15-20 would be required at an estimated cost of £300. The PTA agreed to help with the costs subject to the final estimate.
Beauty and the Beast: a production of Beauty and the Beast was put on for the children in November 2008 and whilst some donations towards cost of the theatre company were collected, an amount for the balance of the cost was outstanding. HB agreed to liaise with Chris Lancashire to determine the outstanding costs which the PTA agreed to pay.

Action: HB to determine balance of costs on Beauty and the Beast 

Coaches: there is an outstanding balance on the bill for coaches for the last school year (2007-8). HB is to liaise with Chris Lancashire to determine the balance. It was agreed that the PTA should pay the outstanding balance.

Action: HB to determine the balance of costs for coaches for last school year

Other ideas for events in 2009 were discussed: beetle drive, race nights
Next PTA Meeting was set for Thursday 8th January 2009 at 7:30 p.m. at the Queen Anne pub to discuss the next event being held in early February 2009.
Meeting ended 9 p.m.

Submitted respectfully by LF (Secretary)
