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Admissions to Reception Class September 2012
All children in Bury are admitted into Reception Class in the September before their 5th birthday.  Parents can put their child’s name down on our admissions list at any time.  If this is done then we can invite you and your child into school during the year before they start for events such as the Christmas Nativity.  

Admissions to our school are decided by the Local Authority (LA) using strict criteria.  The criteria for Unsworth are as follows:

· Unsworth Primary School has an admission limit of 30 pupils.

· Priority is given to looked-after children and siblings of children already attending the school.

· Remaining places are allocated according to how near the child lives to the school.

· 14 additional places are allocated across the school for children with Communication Difficulties (Speech and Language) – see Special Educational Needs.

Timetable for admissions:

· November - we send our admissions list to the Local Authority and they will send out an application pack to you with an APS1 form.  This form gives you the opportunity to name three schools.  

· April - parents will be informed about places. 

· June – meeting for new parents.

· July – visit to Reception Class for new pupils.

· September – pupils attend mornings or afternoons for first two weeks and begin full-time in week three.

Further details about admissions can be obtained from the LA (Pupil Admissions) on 0161 253 5000.  Prospective parents are invited to school in October to meet with the Headteacher and other staff and to tour the school prior to completion of the APS1.

School Times

9.00am: School starts.  Children should arrive at the school playground no earlier than 8.50am when staff will be on duty.  

It is important in terms of safety that children are not left on the playground before this time. Parents should avoid parking both in the school car park and on Blackley Close.  Parking in these areas can pose a danger to our child.

Infant lunchtime  12.00 – 1.15pm 

Junior lunchtime 12.15 - 1.15pm 

All children have a morning break between 10.30 and 10.45am.  

Infants have an afternoon break between 2.30 and 2.45pm.

School finishes at 3.30pm for all children.
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Unsworth Primary School
The Curriculum
We offer a broad, balanced and differentiated curriculum designed to meet the needs of all our children.  Through quality teaching and learning we hope to foster positive attitudes in the children towards all aspects of their learning, their life and their behaviour.

The school aims to lay good foundations in knowledge, skills and understanding, and in attitudes, values and beliefs.  We teach all areas of the National Curriculum in addition to Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) and Religious Education.  Unsworth Primary School has achieved the Basic Skills Quality Mark.
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)
The Foundation Curriculum is taught in YR.  The Foundation Curriculum is planned and delivered according to the stepping stones which lead to the Early Learning Goals.  The Early Learning Goals set out in six broad areas of learning:

· Personal, social and emotional development

· Communication, language and literacy

· Mathematical development

· Knowledge and understanding of the world

· Physical development

· Creative development

More information on the Foundation Curriculum is available to parents at the meeting held in June and then in workshops held throughout the first year.

The National Curriculum

The curriculum consists of 11 subjects which all children study.  

The ‘core’ subjects are English, Mathematics, Science, Information and Communication Technology (ICT) and Religious Education.

The ‘foundation’ subjects are History, Geography, Design Technology, Music, Art and Physical Education.  In addition French is taught to pupils in Y3 to Y6. 
All the above subjects are timetabled for each class to study over each week.  Unsworth Primary School is organised into seven single-age classes.  Within each class some subjects are taught as separate subjects while others are taught in integrated topics.  Children are taught in a variety of groupings and methods according to the most appropriate for the particular learning activity and individual need.  
Each subject has been planned across the year in order to cover a wide range of knowledge and skills.  Teachers then plan in more detail over each term, half term and week.  When planning teachers consider both teaching strategies and the most appropriate learning method for the children.  Work will always be differentiated according to the needs of each child.

Assessment
Teachers assess your child’s progress in all areas of the curriculum on a daily basis.  This ascertains achievement and identifies needs so that future work can be planned for the child (Assessment for Learning).

More formal assessments (SATs) take place at the end of each Key Stage (Y2 and Y6).  Parents are informed of children’s progress and their learning targets at Progress Meetings  (Autumn and Spring Terms) and through an end of year report in the Summer Term.

Cross - curricular elements

Certain aspects of the curriculum are not taught through discrete subjects but rather through other aspects of school life.  Much of the PSHE (Personal, Social and Health Education) Curriculum is delivered in assemblies, at playtimes and lunchtimes, during circle time and through story.  The school also invites visitors into the school to help us with these elements e.g. charities, School Nurse etc.

Religious Education

Religious Education is a compulsory subject.  The school does not have an affiliation with a particular denomination.  The present syllabus is essentially Christian (in accordance with guidelines laid down in the Bury Syllabus) but includes the beliefs and customs of the major world faiths.  Parents are able to withdraw their children from R.E. by notifying the Headteacher in writing.

Each day we have an assembly during which moral values and beliefs are discussed with the children.  These assemblies are led by different teachers and by the children themselves on occasion.  The assemblies will include a short act of collective worship.  Parents are able to withdraw their children from assembly by notifying the Headteacher in writing.

Personal, Social and Health Education

The school delivers a comprehensive programme of PSHE to all children.  Sex and Relationship Education is taught as part of this programme and involves the following elements:

· Personal hygiene and health

· Puberty and growth (Y5 and Y6)

· Exercise and healthy eating

· Keeping safe

· Drugs education

· Relationships

In Y5 and Y6 both boys and girls are taught about puberty.  This involves discussion about menstruation and is led by the school nurse supported by the class teachers.  We believe that preparation for and coping with the emotional and physical changes of adolescence should begin in the primary school.

If parents would like any more information about the content and nature of the lessons please contact the school.  Parents are entitled to withdraw their children from all or part of the sex education provided by the school except that which is required as part of National Curriculum science.

Homework

In the infant classes children are encouraged to take home reading and library books and are occasionally given other projects to work on with their parents connected with areas of learning being covered in school.  

In Y3 and Y4 homework is increased to include some mathematics.  In Y5 and Y6 children will be given homework on a regular basis in order to help children become ready for homework at High School.  A homework timetable is sent to parents at the beginning of the school year.  We would like to encourage all parents to be actively involved in their children’s homework projects.

Healthy Playtimes

At Unsworth the children are allowed fruit snacks only at playtime.  Crisps, sweets and other snacks should not be brought in as playtime snacks.  Milk can be ordered each term.  Children are encouraged to bring small bottles of small water for their desks so that they can drink whilst learning.    Glass bottles and fizzy drinks should not be sent for safety reasons.  Unsworth Primary School has achieved Healthy Schools Status.
Sport

All children participate in P.E.  In the infants this includes gymnastics, dance and games.  In the juniors swimming is included for Y4 pupils.  Y5 and Y6 children have the opportunity to go on an adventure holiday (PGL) during the summer term.  Sports Days take place in the summer term.  Unsworth Primary School has achieved the ActiveMark.  Our partnership with Bury Sports Development brings a wide range of specialist coaches into school throughout the year.
In the juniors children have the opportunity to be in the school teams.  The school is a member of The Prestwich and Whitefield Junior Schools Sports Association.  Through this association the school enters competitions in football, netball, cricket, rounders, cross-country running, athletics and swimming.  Other sports are offered as extra-curricular activities.

Other opportunities for physical activity are offered at lunchtimes and after school.  

PE Kits

All clothing should be marked with the child’s name.

Each child will require all or some of the following PE clothing;
Pumps for indoor gym and games – trainers are not suitable for indoor activities such as gymnastics.

Plain T-shirt and shorts
Sweatshirt and leggings for outdoor games (optional)

Football Kit (juniors only)
Swim wear (Y4)

Trainers may be worn for outdoor games

As cloakroom space is limited children are requested not to bring large sports bags.  The responsibility for children’s clothing rests with the owner.  Lost property boxes are located in the junior and infant corridors
Extra-Curricular Activities

Extra-Curricular activities take place at lunchtimes and after school. The school offers the pupils a range of opportunities to participate in extra-curricular activities.  At any time there may be a range of activities depending on the time of year and other commitments on time.  Currently the school offers the following:

Football

Netball

Cricket

Rounders

Jogging

Drama

Science

Choir
Art
Gardening
Children involved in activities after school should always be picked up by an adult.

Unsworth Primary School

Special Educational Needs (SEN) and disability provision

Special Educational Needs
We aim to provide a broad, balanced and differentiated curriculum that meets the needs of all our children.  At Unsworth we are committed to the principle and practice of including children with special educational needs into mainstream schools.  We look to create a happy and caring school that welcomes the child and rewards effort and achievement.

The term Special Educational Needs refers to a range of difficulties that children may have with their learning or behaviour – anything that may affect their learning.  At Unsworth we aim to identify children with special educational needs as early as possible so that their needs may be addressed.

In order to do this we follow the procedure as laid down by the Code of Practice.  The Code of Practice is a three-stage procedure consisting of a graduated approach of action and intervention.  The three stages are School Action, School Action Plus and Statemented Provision. At each stage the child is given different levels of support by the school or by the LA’s Support Services.

Throughout the procedure we aim to work with parents and inform them of the school’s response to the needs of their child.  More details on this are available in the school’s Special Needs Policy.  The Special Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO) is Mrs Canning.

The Speech and Language Resourced Provision
The Speech and Language Resourced Provision is part of the Special Educational Needs Provision of Bury Local Authority.  The provision is based at Unsworth and has places for 14 full-time pupils with a statement of Special Educational Needs.

The children within the provision are classroom based and maintain a mainstream timetable with support, together with withdrawal for individual and small group work.  There is a designated classroom for small group work. There is a full-time specialist teacher in the provision (Mrs Canning) and a number of Teaching Assistants (3.5 full-time equivalent) who support the children in their class lessons or in the language classroom.

 Individual programmes of work are drawn up on the basis of need and delivered both in class and in the language classroom.  A speech therapist carries out individual programmes of therapy and liaises with teaching staff in order to improve each child’s language skills so that they can communicate effectively.

The children who have a place in the provision have a communication difficulty that does not result primarily from severe hearing loss, physical disabilities, English as an additional language or psychological disorder.  The children have varying degrees and types of language disorder e.g. difficulty processing the language they hear, difficulty organising what they want to say or difficulty making the sounds for everyday speech.

After a period of time, with specialised teaching programmes and intensive speech therapy, many children return to continue education at their neighbourhood school.  
In order to ensure that pupils with a learning difficulty and/or a disability are not treated les favourably than other pupils, the Governing Body has developed a Disability Equality Scheme – available from the school. This will be revised in light of The Equality Act 2010 during the Autumn Term 2011.
Out of School Club and Summer Playscheme
The After School Club is a before and after school club offered to registered pupils of Unsworth Primary School.  The club is open from 8.00am – 9.00am each morning and from 3.30pm – 5.30pm each evening.

The club was established in September 1993 and now caters for up to 48 children of school age.  It is available term time only and is staffed by qualified staff and is LA approved.  The club is registered with Social Services and inspected by OFSTED.

Activities include computer and table top games, jigsaws, activity sheets, art and craft activities, construction toys and books.  Children have a snack during both sessions of the Out of School Club which is included in the price.

For details of availability and charges parents should contact Mrs S Channon, Person in Charge on 0161 766 4876.

The Unsworth Playscheme was established in 2006. It operates for three weeks of the summer holidays and one week at Easter.  The person in charge is Mrs S Channon.  Enquiries for places and charges should be made to the school’s Administrator Mrs Lancashire.
Unsworth Primary School

Behaviour Policy
At Unsworth the policy towards behaviour is a positive one in that we encourage and reward good behaviour.  We look to celebrate achievement in all aspects of school life.  In order to promote good behaviour, respect for one another and mutual understanding, we have established a Home – School – Pupil Agreement.

Home – School – Pupil Agreement

1. The Parents

I / We will try to:

· Make sure my child attends school regularly, on time and properly equipped, providing an explanation for any absence.

· Support the school’s policies and its guidelines for behaviour as expressed in the Mission Statement and aims.

· Set aside some time each day to talk, listen or work with my child and encourage a positive attitude towards school and homework.

· Attend parent evenings and any discussions about my child’s progress.

· Let the school know about any concerns or problems that might affect my child’s work or behaviour.

2.  The School

We will try to:

· Care for each child’s safety and happiness.

· Have high expectations of every child in both work and behaviour encouraging them to do their             best at all times.

· Encourage children to take care of their surroundings and respect the property of others as well as their own.

· Keep parents informed about general school matters, arrange parents’ evenings and send home an annual written report on progress.

· Be open and welcoming and offer opportunities for parents to become involved in the daily life of our school.

· Monitor lateness and attendance and contact parents if there are concerns.

· Provide a balanced curriculum that meets the individual needs of each child and set, mark and monitor homework appropriate to each child’s needs.

· Let parents know about any concerns or problems that affect their child’s work or behaviour.

3. The Pupils

I will try to:

· Be gentle.

· Be kind and helpful.

· Work hard.

· Look after property.

· Listen to people.

· Be honest.
The agreement is a requirement of Sections 110 and 111 of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998.
Reward Systems

A house system exists within the school that encourages a family relationship between children of different age groups.  Children are awarded housepoints for a whole range of reasons including good work and behaviour.  Each week these are counted and one ‘house’ is awarded a point.  At the end of the year the house with the most points celebrates their achievement.  At the same time a record of individual housepoints is kept and children are awarded silver and gold certificates when they have reached a certain number of points.

Individual achievements are also celebrated at Well Done Assembly.  This takes place fortnightly on Tuesdays.  Children chosen for the assembly receive stickers and a postcard to take home.  Their achievements are displayed on our hall notice board.

Children are also encouraged to share their achievements outside of school with everybody at assembly each Monday morning.

If we are experiencing problems with your child due to behavioural difficulties we would want to work in partnership with you to sort out the problems.  We have found that when home and school establish a genuine partnership to tackle these issues then positive results can be achieved.

Serious or persistent breaches of discipline e.g. bullying, can result in periods of exclusion from school.

School Council and Playground Squad

In order to give our older pupils a sense of responsibility and all pupils an opportunity to voice their concerns and opinions about their school we have a School Council and a Playground Squad.

The School Council is made up of eight pupils from Y3, Y4, Y5 and Y6 who are elected by the rest of the pupils to represent them.  Meetings take place fortnightly with pastoral Leader, Mrs Roberts.  The pupils are responsible for deciding on items to be discussed and communicating their decisions back to the rest of the school.  Each class operates their own Class Council at which issues important to the children are discussed and communicated to the School Council.

Y6 pupils apply for the position of Playground Squad member and if selected they help younger pupils at playtimes and lunchtimes.  They help anyone who might be lonely or hurt.  They also teach the younger pupils how to play games.

On the school playground we have a Playground Stop.  This consists of two benches and a sign painted by our pupils.  The idea of the stop is that if a child is lonely they can sit at the stop and other children will come to help.

Safeguarding Statement
Unsworth Primary School is committed to the protection and safety of its pupils. Due to their day to day contact with individual children during school terms, teachers and other school staff are particularly well placed to observe outward signs of abuse, changes in behaviour or failure to develop. 
 All staff at school are aware of the need to alert Social Services when they believe a child has been abused or is at risk of abuse.

Mrs. Reynolds is the designated teacher for Child Protection at the school.  
School Meals

Children can have a school meal or bring a packed lunch for their dinner.  Any change from one to the other must be made via Mrs Lancashire as food is ordered in advance from the kitchen.  

Dinner money should be brought in a clearly labelled envelope on Monday mornings or, in the case of absence, on the first day back at school.

The children are supervised at lunchtimes by a team of Mid-day Supervisors.

School Uniform

Girls






Boys

Grey skirt or trousers/pinafore dress

Grey trousers

Navy blue cardigan/jumper



Navy blue jumper

White blouse





White shirt

School tie





School tie

Blue and white dress (summer)


Flat-soled black shoes

Flat-soled black shoes
Please note that in YR the pupils wear polo shirts rather than shirts and ties.

Items can be bought from the school office. Fleeces, jumpers and cardigans with the school name can be purchased from Joyce Jones Tel: 01706 359615
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